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For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Editor — I  submit  the  following 
paragraphs  for  insertion  in  your  paper, 
with  the  request  that  you  will  first  give 
them  to  the  public  entire,  and  in  connex~ 
ion,  and  then  accompany  each  number, 
with  such  remarks  as  you  may  deem  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  establishment  of  truth. 

No  benevolent  beings  delight  in  the 
suffering  of  others,  for  its  own  sake:  but 
it  is  one  of  the  clearest  dictates  of  rea¬ 
son,  tliat  sin  should  be  visited  with  pun¬ 
ishment.  Men  may  differ  widely  in 
opinion  as  to  what  sin  is,  in  regard  to 
many  particulars,  but  every  one  sees  and 
feels  the  propriety  of  punishing  crimes, 
which  he  acknowledges  to  be  such,  in 
proportion  to  their  evil.  Indeed,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  give  a  definition  of  sin 
which  does  not  involve  this  idea;  and  a 
better  definition  of  moral  evil,  could  not 
easily  be  given,  than  that  it  is  that  which 
deserves  punishment.  None  are  found, 
therefore,  who,  while  they  acknowledge 
a  difference  between  virtue  and  vice,  de¬ 
ny  that  the  latter  deserves  punishment: 
and  as  all  sinful  acts  are  not  of  equal 
malignity  or  terpitude,  it  will  be  agreed 
by  all,  that  in  justice  every  one  ought  to 
receive  according  to  his  deeds;  and  that 
he  whose  sins  are  less  should  not  suffer 
equally  with  him  whose  sins  are  greater. 

Whether  the  end  of  punishnnent  is  al¬ 
ways  the  good  of  the  sufferer, is  disputed. 
On  this  point,  it  may  here  be  observed, 
that  that  intuitive  perception  which  ex¬ 
erts  in  every  mind,  of  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  sin  and  punishment,  has  no  respect 
whatever  to  the  good  of  the  guilty  per¬ 
son.  Punishment,  according  to  the  sim¬ 
plest  and  clearest  idea  of  its  nature,  is 
some  pain  or  loss  to  the  person  that  en¬ 
dures  it.  Suffering  which  brings  no  in¬ 
jury  to  the  sufferer,  can  scarcely  be  call¬ 
ed  punishment  in  a  strict  sense.  In  our 
intuitive,  original  judgment  of  the  con¬ 
nexion  between  sin  and  punishment,  we 
regard  nothing  but  the  nature  of  the 
crime,  the  demerit  of  the  act.  No  man 
needs  to  know  more,or  think  of  more,  in 
determining  that  punishment  is  de  serv¬ 
ed,  than  that  a  crime  has  been  commit¬ 
ted.  We  may  conclude,  or  rather  con¬ 
jecture,  that  the  reason  why  we  are  so 
constituted  as  to  be  under  'the  necessity 
of  forming  such  a  judgment,  is  b’-cause 
sin  obstructs  the  general  good,  or  is  inju¬ 


rious  to  others,  as  we  see  that  this  is  its 
tendency:  but  this  enters  not  into  our 
original  conception.  It  is  a  clear  dictate 
of  the  human  mind,  that  if  there  be  a 
crime,  some  punishment  is  due  to  it;  and 
when  the  sin  contemplated  is  attrocious, 
there  is  not  merely  a  dispassionate  judg¬ 
ment  that  it  ought  to  be  punished,  but 
an  earnest  demand,  an  indignant  feeling, 
a  vehement  desire,  that  the  guilty  perpe¬ 
trator  of  the  act  should  suffer  condign 
punishment.  These  are  the  genuine  feel¬ 
ings  of  nature,  experienced  by  all,  in  all 
countries  and  in  all  ages;  and  no  one  is 
conscious  that  when  they  rise  in  his 
breast,  they  are  excited  by  a  regard  to 
the  welfare  of  the  guilty  person.  The 
truth  is,  his  welfare  is  so  far  from  being 
regarded,  that,  as  far  as  he  is  considered 
as  deserving  of  punishment,  we  do  not 
consult  his  felicity,  but  on  the  contrary, 
our  judgment  is,  that  his  happiness  ought 
to  be  lessened,  or  taken  away,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  guilt.  A.  A. 

[To  be  continued.] 

Though  we  do  not  concede  to  all  the  ideas  of 
our  correspondent  as  stated  above,  we  forbear 
making  any  remarks  on  them  till  his  theory  shall 
be  more  fully  developed  in  future  numbers. 

Editor. 

CONFERENCE. 

A  monthly  meeting  of  Universalist 
Ministers  was  held  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
O.  Sabin,  in  the  town  of  Marshall,  Onei¬ 
da  CO.  on  the  Tth  inst.  according  to  previ¬ 
ous  appointment.  The  conference  being 
public,  a  goodly  number  of  friends  assem¬ 
bled,  and  an  interesting  decision  of  seve¬ 
ral  important  subjects  was  conducted 
with  much  familiarity  and  friendship.  It 
was  deemed  inexpedient  to  continue  the 
conferences,  on  account  of  the  approach¬ 
ing  inconveniences  of  travelling — and 
from  the  consideration,  that  the  “  State 
Convention  of  Universalists,’’  w’ill  assem¬ 
ble  in  the  early  part  of  May,  (at  Utica, 
2d  Wednesday,  or  13th  day,)  and  the 

Central  Association,”  in  June,  at  which 
time  further  arrangements  can  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  if  thought  expedient.  The  confer¬ 
ence  was  therefore  adjourned  without 
day.  In  the  afternoon,  a  discourse  was 
delivered  at  the  school-house  near  the 
Forge,  by  Br.  E.  Ferris,  to  a  respectable 
and  numerous  auditory.  Text,  John  iv. 
42.  ‘*For  tee  have  heard  him  ourselves,  and 
know  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Sa>- 
viour  of  the  world, 


In  the  evening,  a  discourse  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Br.  S.  R.  Smith,  to  a  full  house, 
at  the  school-house  in  Hanover,  from 
Col.  i.  2S.  Whom  we  preach,  warning 
every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all 
wisdom,  that  we  may  present  every  man 
perfect  in  Christ  Jesus. 

This  latter  appointment  had  been  made 
at  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Hanover— 
a  number  of  the  principal  proprietors  be¬ 
ing  Universalists,  and  though  the  key 
was  not  given  up,  yet  a  promise  had  beea 
given  that  it  should  be  at  a  certain  store 
where  it  could  be  obtained  when  called 
for.  A  short  time  before  the  hour  of  ser¬ 
vice,  and  while  the  congregation  was  as¬ 
sembling,  the  key  was  demanded — hta 
was  not  obtained.  It  was  also  pretended 
that  no  promise  of  giving  up  the  ke^  had 
ever  been  given!  We  record  this,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  policy  of  a  misguided  society 
and  people,  (for  it  is  common  to  the  de¬ 
nomination,)  may  be  publicly  known. 
And  we  venture  with  much  confidence  to 
apply  the  well-known  adage  in  this  in¬ 
stance — *‘  Whom  God  wills  to  destroy, 
he  first  makes  mad.” 

A  society  of  Universalists,  comprising 
a  large  proportion  of  the  wealth  and  re¬ 
spectability  of  the  vicinity,  is  about  to 
organize  at  Hanover. 

Ministering  brethren  present — W, 
Underwood,  E.Ferris,  N.Stacy,  S.Miles, 
J.  Potter  and  S.  R.  Smith. 

Religion. — True  religion  gives  an 
agreeable  delicacy  to  our  manners  which 
education  or  nature  may  mimic,  but  caa 
never  attain  to.  A  sense  of  our  infirmi¬ 
ties  and  inefficiency  makes  us  modest:  a 
sense  of  divine  presence  makes  us  decent 
and  sincere;  a  sense  of  divine  goodness 
and  mercy  makes  us  obliging  and  com¬ 
passionate:  a  sense  of  immortality  makes 
us  cheerful  and  happy.  True  religion,  is 
a  principle  of  heavenly  peace  and  light 
within  us,  which  expands  itself  over  the 
human  frame  and  conduct,  and  sheds 
light  and  beauty  on  all  around.  At  ease 
within  ourselves,  we  cannot  give  others 
trouble;  when  the  master  is  God,  the  ser-, 
vant  is  Godlike;  and  if  our  conversation 
be  on  heaven,  the  graces  of  heaven  will 
dwell  on  our  lips,  and  shine  forth  in  our 
actions.  Religion  where  it  is  sincerely 
embraced, gives  contentment  and  patience 
to  the  sick,  joy  to  the  penitent,  strenr^t, 
to  the  weak,  light  to  tne  blind,  and  life 
to  deathitself. — Dutchess  Amer. 


»t(ta  Etiawflflicat  Hlagafinf, 

•  SATURDAY,  MARCH  31,  1839. 

.  -  —  ^  - --rr-^ 

.  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  VOLUME. 

The  rapid  march  of  Tune,  who  never  stays 
nor  slumbers,  has  now  brought  us  to  the  close 
of  our  second  volume  and  to  the  end  of  two 
years*  arduous  labor  in  the  cause  of  Universal 
grace  and  religious  liberty.  In  reviewing  the 
course  we  have  pursued,  the  result  of  our  labors, 
and  the  events  that  have  transpired,  many  weigh¬ 
ty  considerations  press  upon  the  mind,  and  ma* 
ny  profitable  reflections  are  suggested.  In  all 
the  vicissitudes  through  which  we  have  been 
called  to  pass,  whether  of  prosperity  or  adversi¬ 
ty,  sickness  or  health,  whether  in  experiencing 
(be  scales  and  approbation  of  friends,  or  the 
frowns  and  anathemas  of  enemies,  the  support  of 
the  faithful  or  the  treachery  of  the  false,  we  have 
aimed  at  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  so  far  as 
made  known  to  us — to  do  all  the  good  in  our 
power,  and  to  deserve  (as  we  trust  we  have 
shared)  the  constant  protection  and  guidance  of 
a  kind  and  merciful  Providence.  That  our  la¬ 
bors  have  been,  and  must  necessarily  be,  very 
imperfect,  we  know.  That  we  are  liable  to  err 
in  judgment ;  and  that  we  may  have  erred  fre- 
qtieoUy,  as  to  the  most  judicious  course  to  be 
pursued,  we  shall  not  deny.  But  if  so,  we  have 
(he  satisfaction  of  knowing  those  errors  were  not 
of  the  heart,  and  must  beg  for  them  the  boon  of 
charity.  In  these  perilous  limes  the  labors  of 
an  editor  are  arduous,  responsible  and  often  per- 
|)lexing ;  and  he  who  engages  in  them  needs  the 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  the  eloquence  of  Paul,  and 
(he  patience  of  Job.  In  fulfilling  these  duties 
we  hare  endeavored  to  pursue  an  independent, 
•nag^animous  and  straight-forward  course — to 
inculcate  what  we  thought,  and  still  believe,  to 
be  the  everlasting  truth  of  God  our  Saviour,  to 
expose  error,  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  and  hold  up 
(o  that  scorn  and  dread  which  they  merit,  the 
mnonsteis,  Bigotry,  Fanaticism,  and  Religious 
Aristocracy.  And  we  have  had  the  satisfaction 
of  witnessing  the  gradual  progress  of  liberal  and 
correct  views,  and  the  signal  defeat  of  many 
dangerous  plans  of  clerical  origin,  particularly 
•n  their  late  attempts  to  control  Congress  and 
effect  the  adulterous  union  of  Church  and  State. 
■  fn  view  of  these  things,  we  “  rejoice  rvith  trem¬ 
bling,''  and  fee!  admonished — considering  the 
nntiring  perseverance  with  which  certain  "  Or- 
(hodox”  leaders  are  endeavoring  to  tramcl  the 
(rpe-born  mind  and  destroy  our  religious  liber¬ 
ties — to  h(dd  on  our  way,  and  continue  our.  uu- 
remitting  efforts  to  disenthral  the  human  intel¬ 
lect  entiiely,  and  to  raise  the  warning  voice 
against  tLo  insidious  approach  of  danger  to  our 
liberties  wherever  it  is  seen. 

.  We  know  it  is  difficult,  nay,  impossible,  to 
.  pleese  every  body  by  any  course  we  can  puriue. 
Momot  perhaps,  may  tbiok  us  too  severe  in  some 
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of  our  strictures  on  error,  bigotry,  bypoensy 
and  vice ;  and  others  will  think  us  not  severe 
enough.  Different  readers  have  different  feel¬ 
ings,  prejudices  and  temperaments  of  mind ;  and 
there  is  no  othe.'  safe  way  but  for  an  editor  to 
pursue  that  course  which  bis  own  judgment  tells 
him  is  best,  and  which  will  be  productive  of  the 
,  most  good.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  pursue  a 
I  medium  course  between  the  tico  extremes  of  pas. 

'  sive  tameness  and  submission  to  insult  and  abuse 
no  the  one  hand,  aud  unjustifiable  severity  on 
!  the  other.  How  far  we  have  succeeded  in  this, 

I  we  leave  our  readers  to  determine, 
j  Much  interesting  matter  has  been  published 
j  in  our  columns  during  the  past  y(-n>  ;  mostly 
I  original,  either  editorial  or  from  valued  corres- 
!  pendents ;  but  we  “  have  many  things  to  say”  ' 
I  yet  to  our  readers  and  the  public,  of  equal,  or 
more,  importance  than  what  has  already  been 
published.  The  history  of  the  rise,  progress  and 
present  state  of  Universalism  in  the  state  of  N. 
York,  preparing  for  our  next  volume  by  Br.Ste- 
phen  R.  Smith,  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  all 
our  readers.  Besides  the  assistance  of  Br.  S. 
wc  have  the  happiness  to  state  that  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  assurances  of  Br.  P.  Morse,  of  Wa-  1 
tertowD,  Ih&t  he  will  assist  in  furnishing  commu* 
iiications  for  our  columns;  and  similar  assurances 
I  from  several  other  able  writers.  And  our  own 
I  labors  will  be  cheerfully  devoted  to  the  benefit 
I  of  our  readers  and  our  common  cause. 

Truth  and  liberality  arc  marching  forward,  ! 
hand  in  hand,  through  our  country.  The  doc¬ 
trine  of  Universal  anrl  impartial  grace  is  spread-  ! 
ing  its  benign  influence  through  society ;  and  I 
the  heart-withering,  life-destroying  dogma  of  ' 
endless  misery  is  fast  loosing  ground  and  advo-  J 
cates  in  tliis  “  land  of  the  free.”  To  those  en¬ 
gaged  ID  our  holy  cause  we  »ay,  persevere,  then,  : 
in  the  good  work  ;  press  forward  with  zeal  and  j 
!  alacrity ;  be  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  yntir  du-  I 
I  ty ;  do  not  relax  any  efforts  that  are  calcutated  j 
to  enlighten  community ;  and  the  victory  will 
soon  be  ours. 

j  Our  patrons  will  accept  of  our  very  gratetul 
j  acknowledgments  for  their  friendly  aid  in  so  lib-  ; 
I  erally  patronising  our  humble  labors  thus  far,  i 
i  and  we  assure  them  that  their  good  will  to  us  j 
,  can  be  testified  in  no  way  more  acceptable  than  j 
j  by  tbeir  continued  efforts  to  extend  the  circula-  1 
tion  and  usefulness  of  this  paper.  Every  favor  j 
our  agents  can  do  ns  in  pi'ocuring  new  aud  good  ! 
I  subscribers  will  be  duly  appreciated.  May  we  j 
>  not  hope  to  commence  our  next  volume  with  au  ' 
!;  enlarged  and  increasing  patronage  ?  i 

/ - I 

I  TO  DELINQUENT  SUBSCRIBERS.  I 
j  “  Punctuality  is  the  life  of  all  business.'^  In  j 
I  this  number  we  forward  Bills  of  the  amount  due  I 
j  us  for  the  second  volume  of  the  Magazine,  to 
the  most  of  our  subscribers  who  have  not  yet 
i  paid  ;  requesting  them  to  send  us  the  amount  due 
j  from  them  respectively  by  the  next  mail,  if  not 


practicable  for  them  to  send  it  soon  in  some 
other  way. 

It  is  possible  that  some  mistakes  may  occur  in 
making  out  the  Bills,  as  some  who  are  not  credi¬ 
ted  on  book,  may  have  paid,  either  to  Br.  Willi( 
before  he  left  Troy,  or  to  Agents  who  have  not 
yet  transmitted  the  money  to  us,  and  of  which 
we  have  not  yet  been*  notified.  In  such  cases 
the  mistakes  will  cheerfully  be  rectified,  when 
ascertained. 

Agents  are  requested  to  collect  the  money  due 
from  subscribers  which  they  obtained,  and  to 
forward  what  they  may  have  in  their  hands  im¬ 
mediately,  designating  the  names  and  rcsitlencet 
of  tho.se  for  whom  they  make  payment. 

There  are  a  few  who  have  not  yet  paid,  to 
whom  wc  omit  sending  Bills,  thinking  there  are 
agents  in  their  vicinity  who  will  attend  to  col. 
lecting  what  is  due  ;  but  if  there  are  not  such 
agents,  each  subscriber,  as  he  knows  how  much 
he  owes,  will  confer  a  favor  by  forwarding  it 
immediately. 

Two  or  more  subscribers  should  unite  and 
send  payment  together  in  one  letter,  where  it  i.s 
practicable,  to  save  postage.  The  whole  amount 
!  scot  in  one  letter  should  be  included  in  one  bill, 
if  possible,  as  each  bank  bill  is  chargeable  with 
letter  postage. 

If  those  indebted  for  the  2d  vol.  50,  will 
send  a  ^2  bill,  it  may  come  at  our  expense  of 
postage.  Those  indebted  for  the  2d  vol,  who 
I  send  a  $3  bill  will  pay  for  Hie  2d  and  3d  vols. 

and  may  send  it  at  our  expense ;  and  if  any  thing 
i  is  their  due  after  deducting  postage,  it  shall  be 
I  applied  on  the  postage  of  their  papers. 

)  Wc  hope  none  of  our  subscribers  will  com- 
\  plain  for  being  called  upon  to  remember  us  once 
;  a  year,  when  we  have  to  remciiibcr  them  once  a 
i  fortnight  the  year  round.  We  are  now  owing 
I  several  hundred  dollars  to  printers  and  paper 
j  makers— due  this  moment — which  we  cannot 
i  pay  without  the  punctuality  of  our  subscribers. 

Our  subscribers  in  Troy  who  liave  not  yet  paid 
for  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Magazine  are  requested  to 
j  make  payment  to  Mr.  John  V^'■|llis,  brother  of 
;  Rev.  li.  Willis,  late  of  that  city,  who  is  aulhons- 
j  eJ  to  act  as  agent  in  that  place. 

I  - 

I  Delinquent  subscribers  foriheFi'rif  volume 
!  of. the  Magazine  are  earnestly  requested  not  to 
I  let  oM?‘  patience  get  quite  exhausted.  We  assure 
j  them  that  neither  promises  nor  faith  will  pay  our 
I  printers ;  and  as  for  our  bread,  we  must  have  it. 

,  We  may  live  a  spiritual  life,  but  we  cannot  yet 
I  live  the  life  of  a  spirit.  “A  word  to  the  wise  is 
j  suflicient.” 

I  Our  village  subscribers  who  have  not  yet  paid 
I  for  the  Magazine  will  please  pay  the  amount 
due  from  them  respectively  to  our  Carrier,  Mr. 
Rounds.  Itj’The  reason  of  their  being  charged 
25  cents  more  tlian  mail  subscribers  is,  that  we 
have  to  hire  the  carrier  to  deliver  their  papers 


lo  them  regularly,  as  they  come  out,  and  they  j 
are  saved  the  cxpeose  of  postage  to  which  the  j 
latter  are  subjected.  j 

Special  J^otice. ~—A\l  subscribers  for  the  2d  | 
volume  of  the  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine  will 
he  considered  subscribers  for  the  3d  vol.  except¬ 
ing  those  who  have,  or  may  soon  give  notice  to  | 
the  contrary.  All  those  who  wish  to  discontinue,  i 
can  signify  it  without  any  expense  of  postage  to  | 
us  or  themselves,  by  doing  up  the  1st  No.  of  the  j 
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three  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  fiawes,  Mr.  Lindsley,  in  Liverpool,  has  recently  embraced  the  doc* 
and  Mr.  Spring,  Entered  into  a  combination  or  trine  of  Universalism,  and  in  consequence  of  it 
agreement  among  themselves,  that  they  would  has  been  deprived  from  bis  situation,  by  the 
not  pray  for, nor  with,  to  Heretical  a  Legislature,  Presbytery  of  Glasgow.  He  is  said  to  be  a  mao 


who  had  the  temerity  to  invite  a  man  to  pray 
with  them,  who  could  pray,  in  faith,  for  all  men 
every  where,  lifting  up  holy  hands  without  wrath 
or  doubting.  Their  holy  indignation,  however, 
did  not  awe  the  legislature  into  submission  to 
their  wills,  nor  deter  that  honorable  body  from 
continuing  their  invitations  to  Mr.  Bisbee  to  offi- 


Iof  eminent  talents.  “And  the  Isles  shall  wdTt 
for  his  law.’* 

Rev.  G.  W.  Richmond,  of  Lewisbnrgh,  Fa. 
has  also  renounced  the  dogma  of  endless  cruelty 
I  and  is  now  rejoiciog  in  the  belief  of  that  truth 
which  mnhetb  free  indeed.  He  is  said  to  be  n 
I  man  of  good  talents,  and  to  sustain  an  excellent 
j  moral  character. 


next  vul.  in  a  wrapper  immediately  on  its  receipt,  1  ciate  as  chaplain.  An  account  of  that  affair 


The  following  interesting  letter  to  Brother 


with  their  nanirs  an  J  place  ^  residence  written 
on  the  margin  of  the  paper,  and  depositing  it  in 
their  respective  post  office,  directed,  (on  the  out 
side  of  the  wrapper,)  “  Ecangclical  jyiagarine, 
Utica,. hr.  1'.”  In  this  case  the  paper  will  be 
returned  to  us  without  any  expehsc,  and  wc  shall 
understand  their  wish  to  discontinue. 

They  must,  however,  remember  that  none  are 
at  liberty  to  discontinue,  tilt  all  arrearages  are 
paid. 


may  be  found  in  the  1st  volume  of  the  Utica 
Magazine,  page  55. 

Wo  learn  by  the  Religious  Inquirer,  that  a 
similar  occurrence  has  taken  place  in  that  city 
with  regard  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  had  the 
unblushing  impudence  to  insult  those  Orthodox 
Calvinistic  clorgy,  by  inviting  J>Ir.  Rayncr  (now 
pastor  of  the  Universalist  church  in  that  city)  to 
pray  with  that  honorable  body,  without  making 
any  distinctions  between  him.  a  known  heretic^ 
and  their  own  Orthodox  majesties!  Mr.  Hawes 


Thomas  Whittemore,  gives  us  the  cheering  in¬ 
telligence,  not  only  of  the  conversion  of  a  min¬ 
ister,  but  of  that  of  the  society  to  which  lie 
preaches. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcirig 
to  vou,  the  conversion  to  the  Abrahamic 
Faith,  of  Rev.  Harvey  DeWolf,  formerly 
of  the  Methodist  connexion.  He  travel* 
led  as  a  preacher,  on  different  circuits, 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  Con* 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  United  States,  for  about 


.*^ubscriber9  who  have  been  prompt  in  pay-  : 
inent.  Agents  who  have  been  faithful  in  their  [ 
trust,  and  Post  Masters  who  lave  lent  their  ; 

iendly  aid  in  our  behalf,  will  accept  our  warm-  j 
Cft  ilianlis.  I 

Patrons  oj  the  '^Day  Star,''  are  referred  to  j 
\os.  7  aud  21  for  information  of  what  will  be  j 
expected  of  them.  Agents  for  that  work  are  i 
requested  to  act  as  such  for  this,  iu  collecting  I 
dues,  kc.  I 

- I 

To  corresjMrndentt  and  readers _ Brother  Otis  1 

A.  Skinnei’s  account  of  the  Excommunication  I 
ol  Dr.  N.  Wright,  from  the  Congrcgationalist  ' 
Uliiirch  in  Washington,  with  remarks  thereon,  ' 
14  necessarily  postposed  till  our  next  volume,  j 
Several  other  articles  on  hand  are  also  delayed 
till  ihcD  for  want  of  room.  •  j 

NEW  SOCIETIES. 

W'e  learn  that  a  Universalist  Society  was  or-  ' 
ganised  on  the  9th  inst.  in  Trenton,  Oneida  co.  ! 
J’hc  particulars  we  have  not  yet  learned.  | 

'IVo  new  Univiwsalibt  Societies  have  lately  i 
been  formed  in  Connecticut,  one  in  Berlin  and  , 
iho  other  in  Southiegton :  one  also  in  Bloom-  j 
lield,  Michigan:  and  anotlier  in  Marietta,  Pa.  j 
Thirteen  new  Universalist  Societies  have  been  ' 
brined  in  Maine,  within  the  last  year.  j 

- — ..  - -  I 

t  LF.RICAL  LNTOLERENCE  AND  SPITE.  I 
About  two  years  since,  while  the  legislature  | 
of  Connecticut  were  in  session,  a  resolution  was  ! 
passed,  agreeable  to  former  customs,  that  the  i 
.'speaker  invite  the  several  clergymen  of  the  city 
of  Hartford,  of  various  denominations,  to  offici¬ 
ate,  in  turn,  as  chaplains,  during  the  session, 
fit  course  Mr.  Bisbcc,  who  was  then  pastor  of 
the  Universalist  church  in  that  city,  was  invited 
in  Ms  turn,  to  pray  with  the  legislature.  The  ! 
f^rlhodox  clergy  took  this  in  high  dudgeon ;  and  ! 


and  Mr.  Lindsley,  have  refused  to  pray  wrth 
the  Supreme  Court  because  the  Universalist 
clergyman  had  been  invited  to  perform  that  du¬ 
ty  with  the  Court !  Whether  they  were  afraid 
of  being  contaminating  by  standing  in  the  same 
place  where  a  Universalist  stood,  to  pray;  or 
whether  they  had  given  over  the  C/'ourt  to  a  re¬ 
probate  nund  for  having  committed  so  heinous 
an  offence,  or  whether  (as  is  most  probable)  they 
meant  to  awe  that  body  into  a  more  rcvcrcrul 
state  of  mind  for  the  future,  we  are  not  informed. 
We  hope,  however,  that  the  honorable  Court,  as 
well  as  the  I.egislature,  will  continue,  as  herc- 
toforo,  to  act  impartially  and  independently, 
without  bowing  to  clerical  usurpation  and  ih- 
tolcrcnce. 

Reformations  promote  Universaitsm. — A  wri¬ 
ter  wiih  the  signature  of  “  J.  H.”  in  the  Gospel 
Balanc,  a  Methodist  paper  in  Boston,  says  Uni- 
vcrsalism  “  prevails  most  after  Kctorinat:ons.  I 
have  noticed  for  the  last  ten  years,  that  where* 
ever  a  Reformation  has  taken  place.  Universal- 


eight  years.  During  about  five  years  of 
I  this  time,  as  he  had  never  allowed  him* 
[self  to  doubt  the  truth  of  any  part  ol  the 
j  doctrines  held  by  that  body  of  Christians, 
he  zealously,  and  with  all  his  abilities, 

I  advocated  their  sentiments.  When  at 
length,  he  allowed  himself  to  doubt  the 
I  infallibility  of  his  Church,  and  to  invest!* 

I  gate  its  doctrines,  he  became  fully  sensi¬ 
ble  that  they  contained  contradictions 
and  absurdities,  which,  to  his  mind,  were 
totolly  irreconcilable.  The  diSiculties 
i  which  principally  labored  in  his  mind, 
j  were  the  following.  Ist.  The  Methodist 
I  Creed,  ostensibly  holds  nut  the  belief  of 
[“One  God,  without  body  and  without 
\  parts  at  the  same  time,  that  it  declares, 
'  that  He,  [God,3  possesses  three  separate 
I  bodies,  aud  three  distinct  parts,  and  that 
i  these  three  are  not  three  Gods,  but  ooe 
I  God;  which  to  his  understanding,  involv¬ 
ed  a  palpable  contradiction.  Sd.  The 
Creed  maintains  that  Christ  died  to  recon- 


ism  has  followed.” 

CON  VERSION  IN  THE  MINISTRY, 

Brotlier  Rayuer,  of  the  Religious  Inquirer, 
very  truly  says,  “  we  scarcely  take  up  u  Univer¬ 
salist  paper  that  does  not  exhibit  increasing  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  rapid  progress  of  light  and  truth, 
by  the  example  of  individuals  in  piomiiiciit  sta¬ 
tions,  abandoning  the  cruel  and  arbitrary  super¬ 
stitions  of  Oit'iodoxy,  and  embracing  llie  doc¬ 
trine  of  ‘  glad  tkiiugs  wbich  shall  be  to  all  {peo¬ 
ple.’  ” 

We  learn  that  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin,  of  Connec¬ 
ticut,  formerly  of  the  Methodist  connexion,  and  | 
a  very  worthy  man,  has  lately  embraced,  and  is  ! 
now  preaching,  the  doctrine  of  Universal  holi¬ 
ness  and  happiness. 

The  Rev.  David  Thom,  a  native  of  Glasgow, 
and  ortlained  minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 


j  cile  God  to  the  world,  in  express  opposi* 
j  tion  to  the  testimonies  of  the  Scriptures, 
jthat,*‘God  was  in  Christ,  recotici/ini;  (Ac 
,  world  unto  himself.'^  3(1.  The  discipline 
j  of  their  Church,  which,  as  every  one 
1  knows,  is  extremely  rigid,  was  enforced 
in  so  lax  and  careless  a  manner,  as  in- 
Iduccd  him  to  believe  there  was  something 
I  wrong,  either  in  the  discipline  itself,  or 
i  its  administration.  4th.  The  doctrine 
I  of  perfection,  as  held  by  the  Methodists, 
was  another  source  of  difficulty  to  ITis 
mind.  He  believed  iu  Christian  perfec¬ 
tion,  as  a  doctrine  of  the  Bible;  but  oAsn* 
lute,  sinless  perfection,  he  considered  a 
sentiment  unsupported  by  Scripture,  and 
contradicted  by  reason  and  experience. 
These  difficulties  he  frequently  stated 
to  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  and  to 
;  bis  presiding  elder;  earnestly  enOrtting 
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them,  it  possible,  to  obviate  them,  and 
to  enlighten  his  mind  on  those  points: 
but,  from  them,  he  could  receive  no  satis¬ 
faction.  Worn  out  with  fiiiitlcss  solici¬ 
tations  to  his  brethren,  Ite  at  lengtii  pre¬ 
sented  his  difficulties  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  They  also,  were  unable  to  re¬ 
move  them,  or  to  give  him  any  salisfac 
tioo;  and  he  suggested  to  the  Conference 
the  propriety  of  a  dissolution  of  his  con¬ 
nexion  with  them — wishing  them,  if  they 
considered  him  worthy  of  censure,  to  pass 
it  upon  him,  and  to  act  in  reference  to 
him,  without  any  regard  to  kis  feelings, 
but  in  conformity  with  strict  justice. 
The  Conference, — to  their  honor,  be  it 
spoken, — dismissed  him  without  censure. ' 
This,  I  understand,  was  in  1826. 

After  that;  Mr.DeWolf  formed  a  small 
Society  in  Goshen,  who  took  to  them¬ 
selves  the  appellation  of  “  United  Chris¬ 
tian  Friends,’’  between  whom  and  their 
Pastor,  there  was  a- mutual  agreement, 
that  each  should  diligently  search  the 
scriptures  for  truths  and,  that  from  time 
to  time,  they  would  mutually  communi¬ 
cate  to  each  other,  the  result  of  their  in¬ 
quiries.  For  about  two  years,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  preach  to  this  Society’;  careful¬ 
ly  avoiding  all  metaphysical  or  doctrinal 
discussions,  and  confining  himself,  in  his 
preaching,  to  the  moral  precepts  and 
practical  duties  of  the  Gospel.  Some 
time  during  the  past  summer  nr  autumn, 
he  was  visited  by  a  member  of  his  socie¬ 
ty,  who  frankly  told  him,  that  he  fully 
believed  the  Scriptures  taught  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  final  salvation  from  sin  and 
misery,  of  the  whole  intellectual  crea¬ 
tion.  This  bold  and  unreserved  confes¬ 
sion  of  a  sentiment  so  opposite  to  what 
any  of  them  had  previously  believed,  fill¬ 
ed  him  with  astonishment;  for,  although, 
in  the  Scriptures,  he  had  found  intima¬ 
tions  of  this  doctrine  too  strong  to  be 
wholly  resisted,  yet,  he  had  never  allow¬ 
ed  himself  fully  to  believe  in  its  truth.  A 
few  days  after  this,  another  member  of 
the  society  came  to  him,  and  made  a  sim¬ 
ilar  avowal  of  his  sentiments;  and  about 
three  months  since,  he  himself,  made  a 
public  and  full  declaration  of  his  belief 
in  the  “restitution  of  all  tilings,  which 
God  has  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his 
holy  propliets,  since  tlie  world  began.” 
But  the  happy  consequences  of  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  this  society,  to  investigate 
the  oracles  of  truth  for  themselves,  did 
not  rest  here;  for  the  Society,  as  well  as 
their  Pastor,  have  been  enabled  by  the 
divine  blessing,  to  come  forth  from  dark¬ 
ness  and  bondage,  .to  the  light  and  liber¬ 
ty  of' the  Gospel,  and  Rr.  DeWolf  has 
been  able  to  say,  while  a  tear  of  gratitude 
lAoistened  his  eye,  “  and  now  here  we 
are,  a  little  band  of  Universal  Restora- 
tionists.”  How  happy  would  it  be,  if 


other  Pastors  and  people  would  follow  the 
praise- worthy  example  of  this  little  So¬ 
ciety  of  United  Christian  Friends. 

Respecting  the  character  and  talents 
of  Mr.  DeWolf,  I  am  happy  to  state, 
from  the  best  information,  that  his  char¬ 
acter  and  morals,  are  unimpeachable;  and 
while  he  continued  his  connexion  with- 
the  Methodists,  he  was  regarded  as  their 
champion,  and  as  a  man  of  very  strong] 
powers  of  mind.  Of  his  literary  acquire¬ 
ments,  i  know  nothing,  excepting,  that 
my  informant  assures  me,  that  in  hU 
preaching  and  conversation,  his  language 
is  good  and  correct. 

Accept,  Dear  Sir,  the  assurance  of  un- 
j  feigned  regard,  from  one  who  will  ever 
I  esteem  it  a  source  of  happiness  to  salute 
you  as  a  Friend  and  Brother. 

WARREN  SKINNER. 

From  a  paper  published  at  Lochport,  N.V. 
V.  D.  M. 

A  writer  in  Plain  truth,  No.  7,  under 
the  signature  of  ‘V.  D.  M.’  says  “Your 
charge  of  ‘filching  thousands  from  honest 
industry,’  I  shall  pass  over,  until  I  shall 
have  learned  which  is  the  ‘basest  larceny,’ 
that  of  soliciting  aid  to  supply  a  man  with 
a  Bible,  or  with  a  garment;  or  whether  it 
is  worse  to  ‘beg’  now,  th.^n  it  was  when 
Paul  ‘begged’  for  poor  saints  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem.” 

Who  says  it  is  wrong  “  to  solicit  aid  to 
supply  a  man  with  a  Bible?”  Who  has 
pronounced  it  “  larceny”  to  give  to  any 
man  who  needs?  We  have  not,  neither 
has  any  person  of  whom  we  have  heard. 
But  we  do  say,  and  that  fearless  of  con¬ 
tradiction,  that  there  nev'cr  was  a“BASER 
LARCENY”  committed,  than  that  man 
commits,  who  is  guilty  of  begging  money 
I  from  rich  or  poor  for  a  declared  charitable 
'.purpose,  when  he  knows  that  the  money 
given  will  not  be  applied  to  the  charity  in¬ 
tended  by  the  donor.  Now,  Mr.  V.  D.  M. 
the  money  piously  “  solicited  to  supply  the 
poor  with  Bibles,”  is  not  so  applied.  The 
American  Bible  Society  is  well  known  to 
be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  EXTEN¬ 
SIVE  PRESBYTERIAN  PRINTING 
!  E  S  T  A  B  L I S 1 1 M  E  N  T— the  funds  of 
I  which  are  under  the  control  of  their  priests. 

I  They  manage  the  money  given  them  like 
i“  wise  serpents,”  they  arc  printing  Bibles, 

! creating  a  large  fund,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  so  manage 
as  to  SELL  them  for  a  price,  at  which,  we 
should  think,  the  establishment  will  not 
break  down.  For  example  : 

gi^The  Society’s  report  for  the  last  year, 
represents  them  to  have  printed  134,629 
copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments:  of  which 
they  SOLD  ONLY  127,357  copies —  j 
and  GAVE  AWAY  to  the  POOR 
the  immense  number  of  SEVEN  THOU-  • 


SAND,  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY 
COPIES ! ! !  But  mark  reader,  while  giving 
TO  THE  POOR  so  GENEROUSLY,  they  re¬ 
ceived  $64,764.13  ! !  or  EIGHT  DOI.- 
LARS  AND  NINETY-ONE  CENTS 
per  copy  for  each  Bible  and  Testament 
GIVEN  AWAY ! ! !  Such  piety  as  this 

IS  A  CURSE  TO  ANY  COUNTRY  and  the  less 
we  have  of  it  the  better.  Who  would  re¬ 
fuse  to  give  away  a  Bible  worth  50  cents, 
and  take  in  return  $8,  91?  It  w'ould  re¬ 
quire  considerable  piety  to  enable  a  man 
to  hold  out  long  at  this  rate  ! !  V.  D.  M. 
will  appear  to  quite  as  good  advantage  by 
not  bringfng  the  Bible  Society  into  his 
controversy. 

The  value  of  “begging  for  the  needy 
now,”  which  V.  D.  M.  speaks  of,  can  be 
estimatod  by  this  Bible  calculation — and 
CHARITY  is  as  much  out  of  the  question  in 
one  case  as  in  the  other.  “Beg”  of  the 
poor  to  give  to  the  poor!  No  body  of  j)riests 
excepting  Roman  Catholics,  that  we  know 
of,  either  feed  or  clothe  the  poor.  In 
countries  we  have  knowledge  of,  they  arc 
the  foremost  to  oppress — and  strip  them  of 
their  LIBERTY,  MONEY  and  RAGS, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Paul’s  collect¬ 
ing  was  actually  for  the  poor,  and  was,  no 
doubt,  applied  to  their  wants.  If  so,  this 
is  not  a  parallel  case  for  modem  clerical 
1  beggars.  So  they  need  not  point  at  it  for 
the  purpose  of  making  us  believe  they  are 
[  imitating  Paul !  They  are  extremely  care- 
,  ful  about  following  the  examples  set  them 
by  this  good  man.  Among  their  host, 

]  where  is  the  man  who  can  say,  in  truth, 
that  his  hands  have  ministered  to  his  own 
I  necessities,  and  to  those  of  others  ?  Paul 
I  worked  at  tent  making  ;*  and  if  he  were 
on  earth  at  this  time,  no  doubt  but  the 
same  cry  which  he  heard  at  Ephesus, 
would  again  be  heard.  “Sirs,  ye  know 
;  that  by  this  employment  we  have  our 
!  wealth.” 

I  *  “  Or  maker  of  Mechanical  instrtunent<i.  See 
Marsh’ii  Michaeliit,  vul.  4,  pp.  184.  Kneeland’s  N.  T. 
vol.  2,  pp  81. 
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